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Public Meeting - Tuesday 3rd August 2021 at 7.00pm 

  

Present: Councillors: Keith Cornwall (Chairman), Brian Spencer (Acting RFO), Paul Newman, Chloe Rusby, Karl 

Lumsden, Footpath Officer, Andy Parr.  

Alison Feist – Parish Clerk 

  

 In attendance: 9 members of the public. 

 

1. Apologies – Cllr Barry Durkin, Cllr Chris Taylor, Cllr Katy Harper, Mike Tyers 

 

2. Declaration of interests – Cllr Paul Newman stated he is married to Claire Austin, Volunteer who 

manages the Website, Website is on the agenda tonight and wanted it noted as a non-pecuniary interest.   

 

3. Adoption of Minutes of previous meeting 

              Draft minutes of the 3rd August2021 were approved, no amendments  

 

4. Public participation session: 

      No Ward report as Cllr Barry Durkin was not present 

      Millennium Hall query, already resolved  

 

5. Residents’ comments    A resident was concerned about the reopened gate at Hilltop and removal of 

hedge.  Chairman Cornwall said this had been addressed with HC and Scott Low had made a site visit and 

advice has been provided.  

 

6. Millennium Hall   moved to end of meeting in a closed session, documents arrived just before our 

meeting and Councillors had not had time to assess the information. The PC was also missing three 

Councillors and needed a full meeting of Councillors.  

 

7. Planning  

  P212813/H - Hedges at Old Gore - planning has already been granted, nothing to discuss. 

    7.2          P212838/FH   Greenway Cottage - PC voted unanimously to support application.  

    7.3          P212737/F Boulesdon - PC voted unanimously to support application. 

    7.4          P212713/F Haywood Farm – PC voted unanimously to support application. 

 

8. Website – Cllr Spencer as promised, stated costs to set up a gov.uk website would be £80 for the first 

two years and £40 per year thereafter.  PC voted unanimously to support the purchase and setting up of 

the new website.  Cllr Spencer would start the process. Clerk would be nominated as the Administrator 

and Helen Geach as the Registrar to look after the new platform. Cllr Newman agreed to review the 

website policy.  

 

9. Finance 

       14.1 Budget  

9.1.1 Monthly Finance Report had been distributed before the meeting, approved by PC 

9.1.2 Monthly bank reconciliation had been distributed before the meeting, approved by PC  

9.1.3 Quarterly sign off not required at this meeting  

 To approve the payments to: 

9.2.1 Lengthsman £288 – PC approved payment 

9.2.2 Microsoft - £79.99 – PC approved payment 

9.2.3 Refund of £79.99 and purchase new projector at £390.78 – PC approved payment 

             

10. NDP – Cllr Spencer confirmed NDP meeting would be 18th August 2021 in the small room at Millennium 

Hall at 7pm.  David Nicolson hoped to have draft plan back from HC shortly, and with Hall bookings we 

needed to book public consultation session, this was booked for 21st September 2021 6.30 to 9pm, it is 
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important that residents of Upton Bishop Parish make their comments known.  It was asked that the 

word was spread to ensure as many people as possible were aware of the meeting. 

 

 

11. Lengthsman – Chairman Cornwall asked if contract could be prepared for signature at the next meeting. 

It noted the good work that had been completed in the Parish over the last couple of months. Cllr Spencer 

asked for the Lengthsman annual review to be added to the September agenda and proposed a new rate 

of £288 to reflect his current working hours. 

 

12. Footpath Officer 

Andy Parr had reported awaiting response for Tan House query, and Foxhall Court query had been dealt 

with and now closed.  

 

13. Next Meeting  

Parish Council Meeting Tuesday 7th September 2021 7.00pm at the Millennium Hall  

– PLEASE BRING YOUR FACE MASKS  

      Any queries or concerns please contact the Clerk on clerk@uptonbishoppc.org  

 

     The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20 pm. 

 

 

      Closed session  

 

Item 6 - Millennium Hall - The PC recently received a copy of the 2019 end of year accounts for the Hall and for 

the first time it came to our attention that the PC does have a role to play in the running of the hall. In particular, 

we found that we should have a PC member on the Hall Committee, something that the previous PC did not get 

involved with, even though it appears there is no record in any minutes about this. This had not previously been 

appreciated by the current PC and the Hall Committee had not made us aware until last month. Hence, the item 

was put on the agenda for discussion. At the same time, the Hall Committee were asked for a copy of their 

Governance Document so we could consider who on the PC would be best suited to sit on the Hall committee 

after reviewing what would be required. The original Trust Deed which, apparently, serves as their Governance 

Document, was received only the day before this meeting and the Chairman thought it only fair, we had a chance 

to discuss it in private. 

 

It has subsequently, quite rightly, been pointed out that the Chairman should have, under Item 10 xi of the 

Standing Orders, proposed a motion to exclude the public and, had there been any subsequent decisions, 

motions, or resolutions, these could have been challenged. As, however, this was not the case, whilst the PC did 

make a mistake by not voting on the exclusion of the public, this had no material outcome on the meeting. The 

Chairman simply felt that the councillors had a right to review what being on the Hall Committee would entail in 

private before having a public discussion. 

 

It has been suggested that this Parish Council has not acted openly and honestly which we believe the evidence 

of the last 2 years shows not to be the case. Every policy, procedure, all our minutes and our financial documents 

and audits, together with our Standing Orders and Financial Regulations are all available on the Parish Website 

for public scrutiny. Nothing has been withheld, and in this case, the Chairman simply wanted a closed session to 

allow us to review our options regarding our future involvement with the hall. 

 

In the interest of being open and honest, the discussion centred around who would or would not be interested 

in becoming the PC representative on the Hall Committee. Two councillors indicated they would probably not 

wish to be considered. Also, knowing that new members of the public have requested to join the committee, 

there may be more candidates than places, so the matter of election at the AGM was raised.  It is not clear from 

the Hall’s Trust Deed of the voting process at the AGM and clarification would be requested.  We also thought it 

would be useful if potential candidates knew what posts needed filling on the Hall committee. 

mailto:clerk@uptonbishoppc.org
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The matter of appointing the PC representative will be addressed at the September meeting in time for 

nomination to the Hall Committee prior to the October AGM. 

 

The parish council is determined to maintain positive relations with the village hall and to be as supportive as 

possible, including our engagement with the new management committee. 

 

Robert Cornwall Chairman   

SIGNED     DATE   9th August 2021  

 


