
Upton Bishop NDP Steering Group Minutes 

20th April 2021                  Virtual Meeting 7:00 pm 

 

Attendees: - 

 
Brian Spencer – Chair 

Alison Feist 
Guy Cooper 
Paul Newman 

Jacky Ivimy 
Andy Parr 

 
Keith Cornwall 
 

 
Members of Public – Peter Fray, Zofia Cockbain 

 
1. Apologies – Jan Stevenson 

 

2. Matters arising – none, previous minutes accepted 
 

3. Recommendation to PC 
 

There was a lengthy discussion about the flyer returns. Brian Spencer expressed 

his support for the method of voting as it was to engage public opinion through 

public consultation and was not a public vote. It was also pointed out that formal 

consultation will take place once the Draft Plan is produced when it is hoped we 

will be in a position to hold a public meeting and poll which is currently not 

possible. 

A document summarising the feedback has been produced and will be posted on 

the Parish Website or can be obtained from the Clerk. (NB Returns will be scanned 

into a single document as a record and verified prior to disposal of the forms). 

It was agreed that the Consultant would not be asked to produce a formal 

summary as he will need to refer to the feedback comments along with other 

material during formation of the Draft Plan. 

Whilst expressing concern about some of the negative comments, it was also 

agreed that there were many positive and useful feedback comments that would 

contribute to the Draft Plan. The main point of discussion was about enlarging the 

boundaries to include sites that had not been proposed in the Call for Sites. It was 

generally agreed that although these sites may well be proposed in the future as 

possible infill areas, it would not be appropriate to speculatively include anything 

that was not proposed formally. 

Brian Spencer raised the concern over the numbers of properties that have been 

suggested for each site on public media. These numbers are disproportionate to 

the size of each site as they came from different sources. The Landowner for Site 

B has been asked by the Clerk to confirm their proposed number of properties. 
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There was then a detailed review of three issues relating to the proposed 

Settlement Boundaries: 

a) Overall, it was agreed that there was sufficient support from the returns to 
propose a single option for the site selection 

b) Specific comments about the proposed boundary as it affects the property 
’Boulsdon’ adjacent to Chicory Crops were considered. The owners have 

pointed out that the line currently dissects their private curtilage and should 
be adjusted. The group was in agreement that this was an error and David 
Nicholson would be asked to amend it. 

c) There followed detailed discussion about the inclusion of site 5 into the 
Settlement Boundary and views for and against were expressed. In the final 

outcome, several points were raised that swayed the argument: 
a. The Consultant has already reconsidered the application and re-

affirmed his position 

b. Adding the land would not give any control over the number of 
properties that could be built and whilst the owners have indicated it 

is for a single dwelling, the PC would have no subsequent control of 
this 

c. HC’s delay in considering the applicants’ pre-planning application 

needs to be resolved between the two parties as this is not an NDP 
issue. If a Planning Application comes before the PC for a single 

property, it will be considered in the normal manner 
 
Overall, it was felt this was not a matter for the NDP and should be resolved 

between the applicants and HC. It was felt we would be unwise to reverse 
the decision proposed by our Independent Consultant who has many years 

of experience in these matters. 
 
The group agreed unanimously not to include site 5 in the Settlement 

Boundary in its recommendation to the PC, although all the additional 
information provided will be sent back to David Nicholson for his further 

comment prior to the next PC meeting when a final decision will be made. 
 

In summary, the Group agreed the following recommendation to be made 
to the PC: 
 

Upton Crews - Acceptance of the Settlement Boundary as proposed. 
 

Crow Hill – Acceptance of the Settlement Boundary as proposed to include 
Site B and exclude Site A; to include an amendment to correct the boundary 
around the property ‘Boulsdon’; to exclude Site 5* 

 

*This is ultimately a decision for the PC based on any further comment from the 

Consultant 
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4. Draft Plan 
 

In a brief discussion, it was felt that the Consultant now has all the information 

required to continue with the Draft Plan and would be asked to progress its 

production as quickly as possible. Paul Newman asked if the Consultant could be 

invited to attend the next PC meeting to answer any questions that may be raised 

at this current time (BPS to request). 

Jacky Ivimy asked if the Ecological Report could be used to raise awareness 

throughout the Parish and it was felt that this should be addressed at the next PC 

meeting as it was not an NDP matter. 

Paul Newman wished to record a vote of thanks to everyone involved in the 

distribution and return of the flyers and the recording of the outcome. 

 

5. Next Meeting 

 

Given that we would be unable to have any meaningful discussion until the Draft 

Plan is produced, it was agreed not to schedule any future meetings until this time 

unless any other matters arose in the meantime. 

 

Brian Spencer – Steering Group Chair/Co-ordinator 

 

 

  


